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Introduction: Key messages 

 Recent years have seen a significant increase in disasters; economic losses from disaster are now 
running at close to $300 billion a year. Urbanization is adding to this risk – by concentrating populations 
and economic activities.  

 These rising losses are putting severe strain on public finances and, in many countries, acting as a brake 
on economic and social development.  

 To tackle this issue, businesses are ready to work with governments, civil society and other 
stakeholders.  

 Businesses can be part of the solution – through their investment in resilience and through new, 
innovative products and services.  

 To do this however, businesses need the right environment; they need policies, rules and regulations 
that support investment and innovation over the long-term.  

 Business investment in resilience must be part of a comprehensive approach – that assesses all forms 
of risk, across public and private sectors, and emphasizes the importance of risk reduction, as well as 
disaster insurance.  
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Introduction: Sendai Framework and the private sector 

The substantial reduction of disaster risk and 
losses in lives, livelihoods and health and in the 

economic, physical, social, cultural and 
environmental assets of persons, businesses, 

communities and countries  

During HFA, disasters have 
continued to exact a heavy toll… 

700 THOUSAND PEOPLE LOST 
THEIR LIVES 

1.4 BILLION  PEOPLE INJURED 

23 MILLION PEOPLE MADE 
HOMELESS 

1.5 BILLION AFFECTED 
WITH WOMEN, CHILDREN AND 

PEOPLE IN VULNERABLE 
SITUATIONS 

DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECTED 

USD 1.3 TRILLION ECONOMIC 
LOSS 

144 MILLION PEOPLE DISPLACED 

Private sector role 
(SFDRR p.35C) 

Priority 1 
Understanding disaster risk 

Priority 2 
Strengthening disaster risk governance to manage 

disaster risk 

Priority 3 
Investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience 

Priority 4 
Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective 

response, and to “Build Back Better” in recovery, 
rehabilitation and reconstruction 

Sendai Framework for disaster risk reduction: 
1 Outcome, 1 Goal, 7 Targets, 4 Priorities 

 
1 Outcome: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

4 Priorities 

Business, professional associations and private 

sector financial Institutions, including financial 

regulators and accounting bodies, as well as 

philanthropic foundations, to:  
• integrate disaster risk management, including 

business continuity, into business models 

and practices through disaster-risk-informed 

investments, especially in micro, small and 

medium-sized enterprises;  
• engage in awareness-raising and training for 

their employees and customers;  

• engage in and support research and innovation, 

as well as technological development for disaster 

risk management; 
• share and disseminate knowledge, practices 

and non-sensitive data; and  

• actively participate, as appropriate and under the 

guidance of the public sector, in the development 

of normative frameworks and technical standards 
that incorporate disaster risk management; 
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* Can be ARISE Board member, but involvement must be independent of that capacity 

UNISDR 
Private 
Sector 

Engagement 

Global Policy Frameworks UNISDR ARISE  
Secretariat 

Board and  
Governance 

Themes, Projects, Networks and Activities Membership Base 
Distil lation of global policy frameworks shaping 

ARISE Governance; focus; 
coordination; 

communication 

Participation; contribution; 
innovation; Theme, Project 

and Activity leadership* 
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ARISE Projects and Activities can be initiated by the Board or ARISE Members as 
endorsed by the Board 

Technical 
Specialty 

Theme 
Specific 

7. Insurance 

Geographical 
location and 

networks 

Projects 

1. Disaster Risk Management Strategies 

Projects 

2. Investor Metrics 

Projects 

3. Benchmarking 

Projects 

4. Education and Training 

Projects 

5. Legal and Regulatory 

Projects 

6. Urban Risk Reduction and Resilience 

Projects 

ARISE Mission: To create risk-resilient societies by energising the private sector in collaboration with the public sector and other stakeholders to achieve the outcome and goal of the Sendai 

Framework in a transparent and inclusive way that delivers local and measurable impact. 

Sendai Framework for DRR 
Expected Outcome 
The substantial reduction of disaster risk and 
losses in l ives, l ivelihoods and health and in 
the economic, physical, social, cultural and 
environmental assets of persons, businesses, 
communities and countries 
 
Four Priorities for Action 
1. Understanding disaster risk 
2. Strengthening disaster risk governance to 

manage disaster risk 
3. Investing in disaster risk reduction for 

resil ience 
4. Enhancing disaster preparedness for 

effective response, and to “Build Back 
Better” in recovery, rehabilitation and 
reconstruction 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development 

• Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
• Addis Ababa Action Agenda on Financing for 

Development 
• Sustainable Development Goals  
• Paris Agreement on Climate Change 
• New Urban Agenda 

ARISE Five Commitments 
1. Raise awareness of disaster risk    2. Influence      3. Share knowledge       4. Catalyse       5. Implement 
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Communications Strategy 
Two way communications between ARISE board and ARISE Members to identify priorities and opportunities  

UNISDR Work Programme 
• Monitoring  of the Sendai Framework 
• Global and Regional Platforms for DRR 
• Global Assessment Report on DRR 
• Making Cities Resilient Initiative 
• Stakeholder coordination 
• Intergovernmental  negotiations 

For more information: http://www.preventionweb.net/arise 
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Action: Concrete initiatives with tangible impact (1/2) 

The Disaster Risk-Integrated Operational Risk Model  
a project commissioned by UNISDR and delivered by The EIU 
 
Developed by The Economist Intelligence Unit, the Disaster Risk-Integrated Operational Risk (DRIOR) 
model is a tool serving two purposes: help the business community make disaster risk-sensitive 
investment decisions and help policymakers identify good practices in disaster risk management. This 
pilot project includes analysis on twenty countries globally and was launched in November 2016. 
(Featured here in Nov 2016: https://www.unisdr.org/archive/51073) 1 
SME Training with UNISDR Disaster Resilience Scorecard  
a project implemented jointly by AECOM and the City of New Orleans 
 
The project builds on the lessons learnt from Hurricane Katrina to improve preparedness and resilience 
of small businesses in the City of New Orleans. AECOM and the City of New Orleans conducted a 
comprehensive survey and training of 200+ businesses to enable them to enhance their disaster 
resilience. 
(Featured here in Sep 2016: https://www.unisdr.org/archive/50163) 2 
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Action: Concrete initiatives with tangible impact (2/2) 

SM Cares Haiyan Housing Project and Build Back Better  
a project implemented jointly by SM Prime and the Government of the Philippines 
 
The project focuses on DRM strategies, education and training, and urban risk reduction and resilience. 
To avoid future damages similar to the ones caused by Typhoon Haiyan, villages in the Philippines are 
being rebuilt using Build Back Better principles with the aim to make them disaster resilient to withstand 
future typhoons 
(Featured here in Nov 2016: http://www.unisdr.org/archive/50941) 3 
Disaster Risk Management in Business Education 
a project implemented by FIU with support from the Federal Government of Germany Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) 

Disaster risk management courses for business schools and professional training centre 
The aim is to get disaster risk reduction and the building of resilience into the curriculum development 
for MBAs. The project, led by Florida International University (FIU), is supported by academic institutions 
worldwide and funded through a UNISDR grant provided by BMZ.  
FIU collaborated with 15 universities and business schools to develop open source white papers for 
improving existing disaster risk management (DRM) courses and launching new modules.  4 
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Action: 8 key proposals for business to play its role in DRR 

#1 
Apply the Build Back Better principle to all aspects 
of planning, development, recovery and 
reconstruction – from building codes to government 
tenders and contracts.  

#2  
Create incentives for businesses to invest in risk reduction 
and resilience in advance of disaster. At the same time, 
remove legal and other regulatory barriers that prevent 
such investment or, worse, drive continued low-resilience 
investment. As well as protecting life and property, 
investing in resilience, as far as possible should make good 
economic sense.  

#3 & #4 
Take a more integrated approach to upgrading key 
infrastructure and give local authorities more say 
over policy – so that money and other resources can 
be focused on priority areas.  #5 

Involve businesses before, during and after disasters – to 
ensure private resources and expertise are mobilized in 
support of effective disaster risk management.  

#6 & #7 
Promote the benefits of resilience to consumers 
and extend education and professional training to 
help increase public awareness. Without this 
awareness, risk reduction and pro-resilience policies 
will be much less effective.  

#8 
Harness the potential of data and technology to ensure 
effective implementation of resilience and risk reduction 
measures.  



United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
Private Sector Alliance for Disaster Resilient Societies 

Conclusion and next steps: Working together going forward 

To set out a clear, stable and effective 
policy framework that incentivizes 
long-term business investment in risk 
reduction and resilience.  

To take a comprehensive approach to 
managing disaster risk that prioritizes, 
where possible, risk prevention and 
mitigation.  

To raise public awareness of the 
importance of disaster risk reduction.  

1) 

2) 

3) 

To invest in resilience, business needs 
the right public policies. Rules and 
regulations should promote long-term 
investment … 

To reduce risk effectively, we need an 
approach that takes in all policy 
options … 

Without this awareness and 
education, risk reduction and 
resilience policies will be much less 
effective … 
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Conclusion and next steps: GP 2017  
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Questions 


